Above and below, Rev. Peter Bunder holds service for the parishioners from the Chapel ofthe Good Shepherd on Sunday at Food Finders
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Food Bank. Parishioners volunteered their time before services to help pack and label food for the food bank. MICHAEL HEINZJOURNAL & COURIER

Faith
at work

= “West Lafayette church combines
worship and volunteering

By Taya Flores

tflores@hotmail.com

Surrounded by tall racks lined with
canned goods and boxed foods, Dee
Tritschler received Holy Communion
Sunday. It’s a normal rite that she ob-
serves every week, typically at her
church in West Lafayette, but this past
Sunday, she worshipped in a warehouse
after volunteering with fellow parishion-
ers.
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“It’s volunteering

as an act of worship,” said Rev. Peter
Bunder, chaplain for the church, which
is a Purdue University campus ministry.
“For the Episcopal Church, all there is

(is) worship.”

Although the Chapel of the Good
Shepherd has been holding workship
services for about two years, the food

bank is looking for more churches to get
involved, said Katy Bunder, Peter Bun-
der’s wife and executive director of the
food bank.

See WORK, Page D2
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The volunteers spent
their time. repackaging
bulk packages of mani-
cotti into smaller bags
that can easily be distrib-
uted to families in need.
They also placed labels
on canned goods.

“When we have a
product that needs to be
repackaged, it’s helpful
for us to have a large
number of volunteers do
it all at once, to get the
food out of the freezer
and into the hands of the
people who need it,” she
said.

Peter Bunder said the
church is socially pro-
gressive when it comes
to poverty. Instead of
taking an Old Testament
approach to scripture,
which primarily teaches
that the sick or poor have
sinned, they look at pov-
erty through a New Test-
ament lens.

“In the New Testment,
Jesus addresses the is-
sue,” he said. “The poor
are the special posses-
sion of God, and the sign
of the coming of the king-
dom is you took care of
the people who (depend)
on nothing but God.”

seems really unjust,” she
said. “When we do some-
thing like this to feed the
hungry, you feel like you
are really making a dif-
ference in the communi-

Gavin Pugh, a fifth-
year senior at Purdue
University, said the expe-
rience fosters a greater
sense of community.

“It’s nice to see a
bunch of people take
time out of their day to
do some labor for people
they may never meet,”
said the 22-year-old. “I
felt connected to the
people both in my church
and in a grander sense to
the people in the La-
fayette (and) West La-
fayette community.”

Courtenay Wells, of
West Lafayette, said it
simply puts “God’s word
into action.”

“Jesus didn’t just
preach, he actually act-
ed,” said the 41-year-old.
“He did what he could to
help. It’s very easy to be
a Christian (who) says
you are accepting and
loving and serves other
people, but it’s another
thing to actually go out
and do it.”
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\answers they could read
the answers in his eyes.
rs.welled. Their
noses reddened. The
doctor confirmed their

and a dismissive sen-
tence. Their mother was
dead.

When the sons tumed
to me and asked if they
could see their mother, I
brought them to the
trauma room, where she
lay under a sheet. A
nurse gently pulled the
sheet back to reveal the
mother’s face. I glanced
at the battle-hardened
ER nurse where I could
see her eyes, which
betrayed her emotional
involvement.

The sons focused
their tearing eyes upon
their mom. Gone was the
protective watch of their
mother’s eyes — re-
placed by an unrecogniz-
able vacant stare.

Disbelief erupted
from their eyes, hearts
and vocal chords. Just
then, a security guard
appeared at the door.
These days, any emo-
tional gathering is sub-

quickly returned escort-
ing sad-eyed sisters and
daughters. They ex-
changed knowing
glances with their broth-
ers, and soon the women
gathered around their
mother’s body, caressing
every part of it. They
held her mouth as if to
hush its pain, brushed
her hair as if adjusting
her crown, but most
frequently, they stroked
her eyelids as if to redi-
rect her glance to anoth-
er world.
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