The F isccym( Church
has also been called an
elitist church. Terﬁays
it’s because the church has
exerted a social inﬂuence
and exercised its social
conscience in ways far
ﬁeyonaf its numbers. (Here in Indiana, Eli
Lilly was a good fyiscoya[ian:) We do have
our share ojﬂ cathedrals. But 70% of our
churches have fewer than 150 members. We
believe this intimacy is one of our strengtﬁs.

Or }aerﬁa}os it’s because our members do not
rush to enlist the newcomer. Such reticence is
ﬂequent[y our way of resyecting one’s need
for distance. We would rather you be a part
of us of your own choice, not out of coercion.
We believe one should be encoumgeaf to
a}a}aroacﬁ the faitﬁ commitment and the
community tﬁougﬁtfu(fy and not mere(y

out ofsocia[}oressure.

Our little congregation
traces its start to the
consecration of the
Good Sﬁeyﬁenf Cﬁa}ae[
in 1956. Tﬁrougﬁ a
vam’ety of incarnations,
the fpiscqpa[ Campus
‘Ministry at Purdue has offered “Ritual,
Community, and Free Food” to Purdue
students, ﬁZcu[ty, and staﬁf, and all those who

}mfer an informa( re[igious expem’ence.

No Em'ef brochure can fu((y exyfain our flfe,

nor answer affyour questions. SO}J[@@S@f@@[

free to contact cmy memﬁer (ffﬁiS COHgTegCLﬁOH

to [66”’11 more aﬁout us.
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It isn’t very [arge f{y

American standards,
THE g and it hasn’t grown
EPISCOPAL by leaps and bounds.

CHURCH S It has been called an
WELCOMES YOU elitist church, though it
is part of the ﬂnghgccm
el S5 Communion, whose
Purdue Campus Ministry SESEAVEo/TA parts embrace
much 9( ‘]lfrica and
Asia. Tt has been called a (iberal church
because it has not ﬁistom’caf[y (egisfatecf the
[ives of its members. It takes many forms in
its worsﬁiy, confusing the casual observer.
For these and many other reasons, the
fpisccyaa[ Church maﬁy well be one ff the most
misunderstood branches of the Bo Y of Christ!

The f}aiscopa[ Church is
the American heir to the
Church qf fngfana[ As old
as Celtic Cﬁm’stianity, the
origins of our faitﬁ are not
traced to Q—[emfy V111, as
yopu[ar ﬁistory would claim,
but to Elizabeth 1, under
whose guiafance it took its
form as the established Church of fngfcmcf
gf the many branches of the Church S}Jawneaf
Y the CReﬁ)rmation, the ﬁngﬁ’can church,
we believe, most near(y realizes the goa[s
of that movement. ﬂetaining the ancient
order of the fyiscoyate
(from the Greek word
meaning “Bisﬁoy”),
the branches of the
ﬂng[iccm Communion
trace the fineage of
their feac[ersﬁi}a to the
ﬂyostofic church.




But the ear(y iEng(isﬁ reformers also saw the
need for the corrections cited By the continental
critics ?( the older Roman Catholic theolo Y
and po ity. The attempt to remain catholic,
apostolic, and tru(y ﬁo(y has often tested the
ﬁﬁn’c cf ang[iccmism. This tension has earned
this church a rqoutation for Eeing a[ways on
the middle grouncf But this same balance has
proven one of the greatest giﬁs of the ﬂ:’ngﬁsﬁ
tradition, maﬁing this church one cf the

most tolerant and inclusive cf the Christian

famify.

Its American branch
was called to acfa}ot to
the demands cf the new
nation. In the years
foffowing the American
Revolution, the old
associations with the
fng(isﬁ crown were to be shed for a new sty(e
cf shared governance. The American church
emerge(f as a true e}n'scopa[ Eocfy, with 61’560}95
ordained in the cgoosto[ic
succession at its head.
But the structure was
balanced Ey the [eacfersﬁtjo
cf the [aity n tﬁ?(orm

cl)f vestries at the local
evel and [ay deputies

in the national General
Convention.

e Right Few.
Gortherine T, .r';;‘rp.'/kﬁf

Like all members of the illng[iccm Communion,
the ZE}aisco al Church is autonomous, yet
resyectﬁ4 of its ]o[ace within a worldwide Boc?/.
1t governs its ﬁfe as deemed best for its people,
but tries to weigﬁ its own needs against its
resyonsiﬁifites to its partners in j%itﬁ.

The f}aisccyaa( Church stands in the
Christian evangeﬁca[ tradition as a bod
which }mﬁsses Ee[ief in Jesus Christ and
seeks to communicate the gosye[, the “goocf
news” (2( the one goc[ as it was revealed

in the historical person

of Jesus Christ and is

continua[(y revealed in

the work of the Holx

S}n'rit. We believe that this

message is conveyecf not

onfy through words, but

tﬁrougﬁ the life we (ive and

share with others. We enter this ﬁfe tﬁrougﬁ
the sacrament of Holy Ba tism, which is
administered usin, tge odfo Trinitarian
ormula “. .. in the name of the Father, and

the Son, and the Q—ﬁ)[y S}oim’t. ”

The center of life in
the fyisco al Church
is the Holy Eucharist
(the word means
”tﬁanﬁsgiving”),

sometimes called

a——

Iy

7—[0@ Communion, the Lovd’s S#pfer, or
ebr

the Mass. The sacrament is celebrated

re u[ar[y in all the congregations of

this church in the [cmgua ¢ and forms

common to the Joecyoﬁe. Tge vcm’ety 0

(iturgical expression is one qf the gifts

cg the ‘E iscoya[ Church and reﬂfgts the
readt of its embrace. Visitors and

rewcomers may exyem’ence some cfiscomfort,
ean’ng that awkwardness may ﬁamjaer

particyoation. Be assured that this is not

the case. The communion of the fjoiscoya[

Church is open to all Eqptisecf peo le, and

one’s [iturgica[ sty[e isa _personal matter cf

taste.

Conﬁrmation is the
sacramental rite tﬁrougﬁ
which }oeoyfe express a
mature commitment to
Christ. In this rite, one
renews the yromises of
@cyotism and }auﬁﬁcaffy
]arofesses one’s desire to assume regponsiﬁi(ity
for those yromises. Those who have made
such a ]arofession within the Roman or
Lutheran churches are not conﬁrmecf, but
received. Q\/[emﬁersﬁt;p is not a recluirement for
]aartici}aation in the ﬁfe cf this or any other
co?ﬂregation of the ?ﬂiscopaf Church. The

ﬁ4 sacramental an /pastom[ ministrations cf

the Church are oﬁferecf to all.

The fpisccyaa( Church
has been called a (iberal
church because we do not
]amctice m’gicf [egisfation
of our [ives. Some are
uncomfortaﬁ&a without
rules to encircle and
protect. But our heritage
}Wofesses b'e[ief in the gi S
of human reason and will which are ours to use
or abuse. We attempt to define in every age the

}oatﬁs that accord with Ho %/ Scz_ipture, with

the venerable tradition ?( churc ﬁistory, and
with human reason. ‘Thus our church is not

f01’ tﬁefaint 0 ﬁeart, Eutfor tﬁe COUngéOMS.

It is a churc cf many converts, yerﬁa S
because it is a church which commends to its
members the search for and the attainment @(
a mature faitﬁ.




